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KAIvikoi, BIOXNMIKOi KOl VYEVETIKOi OUVTEAEOTEG TNG YVWOTIKAG
duoAsiToupyiag oTn oxiI{oPpévela

MepiAnyn peAéTng

H yvwoTikr) ducAeitoupyia eival éva amd Ta TTUPNVIKA XOPAKTNPIOTIKA TNG
oXICOPPEVEIOG KI ETTNPEACEI O€ ONUAVTIKO BaBud Tn AsIToupyikOTNTa TWV
aoBevwyv. ZTOX0G TNG MEAETNG gival n dlEPEUVNON TWV KAIVIKWY, BIOXNHIKWY KOl
YEVETIKWYV OUVTEAEOTWYV AUTAG TNG duoAsiToupyiag o€ 92 xpbdvioug aoBEeVEIC e
oxi¢oppévela kar 61 uyigic paptupes. O1 dUO OPAdEG €CETACTNKAV WG TTPOG
TNV a1Téd00T TOUG O€ YVWOTIKEG DOKINATIEG TTOU AQOPOUV VoNUoouvn, YVAuN
KI eKTEAEOTIKEG AciToupyieg. O1 aoBeveic eppdvicav XelpoTepn ammddoon OTo
oUvoAO Twv OOKIJACIWV.  ZTNV Oopada Twv acBevwv, n amédoon oOTn
XWPOTAEIKA VAN £PYQOIAg TTAPOUCIACE apvNTIKI) CUOXETION YE T OIAPKEIX
vooou aveCapTATwg nAikiag. H oxéon TnG YyVWOTIKNAG AgIToupyiag pe 1A
WUXOTTABOAOYIKA CUUTITWHATA ATAV MIKPN, EUpNUa TToU €TTIRERAIWVEI TO OTI N
TTPWTN aTToTeAEl évav aveEdptnTo TTapdayovta otn oxi(oppéveia. O aobeveig
eCéppadav TTEPICCOTEPA TTAPATIOVA VIO TIG YVWOTIKEG TOUG OUOXEPEIEG OF
OX€0Nn ME TOUG UYIEIG, TA OTTOI0 WOTOOO CUVOEOVTAV TTEPICOOTEPO HE TNV
wuyotraBoAoyia Toug, TTapd PE TNV TTPAYMATIKA YVWOTIKN Toug atrédoon. H
OMOKUOTEIVN TTAAOPATOG EPQAVIOE MPIKP OXEON ME TN YVWOTIKA atrdédoon,
oTav egaipEdnke n emidpaon TNG nAIKiag. TEAog, diamoTwlnke n UTTAPEN
OAANAETTIOPOONG TWV YEVETIKWY TTOAUMOPPICHWY Twv Yyovidiwv COMT kai
MTHFR o1n yvwoTik atmdédoorn, eUpnua TO OTIOI0  €XEl ONPAVTIKEG
TIPOEKTACEIC yIa TNV QITIOTTABOYEVEIQ KAl TNV QVTIMETWTTION TNG YVWOTIKAG

duoA&iToupyiag otn ox1ICoPpévelal.



Clinical, biochemical and genetic correlates of cognitive dysfunction in
schizophrenia

Summary

Cognitive dysfunction is a core symptom of schizophrenia which is associated
with patients’ functioning. The aim of the study is to investigate the clinical,
biochemical and genetic correlates of this dysfunction in a sample of 92
patients with chronic schizophrenia and 61 healthy controls. Both groups were
assessed in terms of their performance on tasks of intelligence, memory and
executive functioning. Patients demonstrated a worse performance compared
with controls in all tasks. In the group of patients, spatial working memory
impairments correlated positively with illness duration, independently of age.
The relationship of symptoms with cognitive functioning was small, a finding
that supports the hypothesis on the independence of cognitive dysfunction
from clinical symptomatology in schizophrenia. Patients had more cognitive
complaints than controls, although these complaints related to their
psychopathology rather than their actual cognitive performance. The
association of plasma homocysteine concentrations with cognitive functioning
was not significant in both groups, after adjusting for the effect of age. An
interaction of COMT and MTHFR polymorphisms on cognitive functioning was
revealed which has important implications with respect to the
pathophysiology and treatment of the disease.



Eicaywyn

H oxifoppévela cival pia  Wuxikn dlatapaxn Tou  €TTnpeddel o€
OoNMAavTiKGe Babuod tn kadnuepivy {wh TwWV AcBeVWV TTPOKOAWVTAG DUOXEPEIES
OTIG DIATTPOCWTTIKEG OXETEIG, OTAV IKAVOTNTA YIO £PYACia KAl OTNV KOIVWVIKA
TOUuG OupTTEPIPOPd. H TmAclogwneia Twv aoBevwy eu@aviel coBapég ki
eMpEVOUOEG dlaTapaxEG oTnV KoIVwVIKR AsiToupyikoTnTa. O1 dIoTAPAXEG QUTEG
o@eilovTal o€ peydAo BaBud oTa CUUTITWPAOTA TAG VOOOU, TA OTToid, CUN@WVQ
ME VEOTEPEG UEAETEG, UTTOPOUV VO XWPIOTOUV O€ TTEVTE KATNYOPIEG: TA BETIKA,
TA OPVNTIKA, TA CUUTITWHATA BIEYEPONG, TO CUUTITWHPATA KATABAIWNG Kal Ta

YVWOTIKA CUPTITWUATA.

Ta yVWOTIKA CUPTITWPATA OTTOTEAOUV TTUPNVIKA CUPTITWHATA  TNG
oXICOPPEVEIOG KI €XOUV IOWG TOV KABOPIOTIKOTEPO POAO OTNV KOIVWVIKA
AeIToupyIkOTNTA TWV aoBevwyv. O1 aocBeveic pe oxifoppéveia TTapouaialouv
eMEIPPOTA  OTIG YVWOTIKEG TOUG AEITOUPYiEG, OTTWG OIATTIOTWVETAI  OTTO
YVWOTIKEG 1 veupowuxoAoyikéG dokipaoieg. EidikdTepa, o aoBeveic @aiveTal
Va UCTEPOUV O€ OXEON ME UYIEIC NApTUPES o€ eTTTA TouEiG. O1 Tougic auToi ival
N HVAUN gpyaoiag, n TPoooxn\eypriyopon, N AekTIKA pabnon kai uviaun, n
OTITIKI] MABNON Kal PVAMN, N IKAvOTNTa £TTIAUCNG TTPORBANUATWY (EKTEAECTIKEG

AEITOUPYiIEG), N TaXUTNTA £TTEEEPYATIOG EPEBICUATWY KAl N KOIVWVIKL YVWaoid.

H diepelivnon Twv OUVTEAECTWV QUTAG TNG OUCAEITOUPYIOG OTTOTEAEI
avaykaia TTpoUTré8ecn oOTnv TTPOCTIABEId AVTIMETWITIONG TNG YVWOTIKAG
duoAcitoupyiag Twv acBevwov pe oxiloppévela. YTTAPXOUV MEAETEG TTOU
uTTOOTNPICOUV OTI N YVWOTIKN A€IToupyia oTn oXICOPPEVEIA OXETICETAI UE T
UTTOAOITTO CUUTITWHOTA TNG VOOOU, av Kal TTOANOI €peuvnTéC au@IoBnTouv
QUTH TN OX£0N Kal TTPOTEIVOUV OTI TA YWWOTIKA EAAEipPOTA TwV acBevwv gival
aveCdpTNTa TWV UTTOAOITTWY CUPTITWHATWY Toug. Ocov  agopd OToug
BloxnUIKOUG TTOPAYOVTEG TTOU OUVOEOVTAI PE TNV YVWOTIKN A€ITOupyia oTn
ox1¢oppévela, o veupodlaBIBAacTAG vToTTauivn BpiokeTal 8w Kal TTOAAG xpovia
OTO ETTIKEVTPO TOU £VOIAQPEPOVTOG. TO YEYOVOG QUTO OQEIAETAI KUPIWG OTO OTI
N VTIOTTOMIVEPYIKH UTT60eon aTtroteAei akdun Tnv  Kupiapxn Bewpia
aimiotraboyévelag TnG vooou. ATTO TNV GAAN TTAeUpd, KiI GANEG ouaieg, OTTWG N

OMOKUOTEIVN €ival To TeAeuTaio didoTnua utrd diepelvnon. To evdiagépov yia



TO POAO TNG OPOKUOTEIVNG OTN YVWOTIKA AgIToupyia oTn oxi(o@péveia TTnyadel
KI a1TO TTPOCQATEG AVAPOPES TTOU CUCXETICOUV TA ETTITTEDA TNG ME TN YVWOTIKN
duoAciToupyia oTnv avola Tuttou Alzheimer. H opokuoTeivn gival pia ouoia
TTOU EUTTAEKETAI O€ PNXAVIOPMOUG puBuiong TG Asimoupyiag  d1agopwyv
d1adIKaoIWV PECoa OTO KUTTAPO, METAEU Twv OTTOIWV €ival Kal n yovIOIOKA
ékppaon. EmmAéov, Ta emimEdd TNG OTO aqipa  €gaptwvtal Atmo  TIG
OUYKEVTPWOEIG TNG PITapivng B12 kal Tou @QUAAIKOU 0&E0G, N €EWYEVNG
XOoprynon Twv OTToiwv 0dnyei O PEIWON TwWV EMITTEOWV TNG OPOKUOTEIVNG.
Evdexopevn AoOITTOV OUOXETION TNG OUOKUOTEIVNG UE TN YVWOTIKA AEITOUpYia
otn oxifoppéveia Ba oApaive OTI N xoprniynon tng Birapivng B12 kai Tou
QUAANIKOU OCEOG PTTOPEI VO €XEI EUEPYETIKO POAO OTN YVWOTIKN AgITOupyia Kal
KaT €TTEKTOON OTN PBEATIWON TNG €V YEVEL AEITOUPYIKOTNTAG TWV QOBEVWV.
TéNOG, N yvwaoTIKA Asitoupyia otn oxi{o@pévela €xel KUpiwg ouvoebei ue 10
yovidio Tou evfuuou catechol-O-methyltransferase (COMT) TTou diaoTrdel Tn
VTOTTAWIVN OTOV TTPOMETWTTIAIO QAoId TOu eyke@AAou. To yovidio Trou
Kwoikotroliei 10 €vCuuo COMT  €xel  TpeIG  OIaQOPETIKEG  EKOOXEG
(TToAupop@ioupoug) Tov VAL-VAL, Tov VAL-MET ka1 Tov MET-MET TT0U
OUVOEOVTAI UE DIAYOPETIKI OPACTIKOTNTA TOU €VCUUOU. TeAeuTaia TTPOTEIVETAI
OTI TO yovidlo Tou eviupou methylenetetrahydrofolate reductase (MTHFR), 10
OTTOI0 CUMUETEXEI OTO WETABOAICHO TNG OPOKUCTEIVNG KAl iowg €TTNPEACEI TN
Aeiroupyia Tou yovidiou COMT, emmiong CUVvOEETAI PE TN YVWOTIKA AEITOupyia
otn oxifoppévela.  To yovidio yia 10 éviuuo MTHFR €xel kI autd TpEIg
ekdoxég, TIg CC, CT kai TT, 110U OXETICOVTAI PE DIOPOPETIKA dPACTIKOTNTA TOU

evquuovu.
216)O0I

O1 otéxol TNG TTapoucag PeEAETNG eival ol €€n¢G: (a) H avalnitnon
KAIVIKWV TTOPOMETPWY TTOU OuvdéovTal HPE Tn YVWOTIKA OUOA&gIToupyia o€
aoBeveig pe oxiCoppévela (B) H digpedvnon Tou pdAouU TNG OPOKUOTEIVNG OTN
YVWOTIKR duoAgitoupyia otn oxifoppéveia (y) H digpelvnon Tng etTidpaong Kai
TNG OAANAETTIOPAONG YEVETIKWY TTOAUMOPPIOUWY Twv Yyovidiwv COMT kai

MTHFR 1dvw oTn yvwOoTIKA AsIToupyia oTn oxi{oppévela.



MéBodog

92 aobeveic pe oxiloppévela TTOU voonAeuovtav O TUAUA O&Ewv
TTEPIOTATIKWY, 1l QINOEEVOUVTAV O€ OTEYAOTIKEG DOUES (EEVWDVEG, OIKOTPOYEIa,
TpooTareudpeva diapepiopara) Tou Wuxiatpikou Noookopeiou ATTIKNAG (WNA).
Mia oudda eAéyxou 61 uylwv JapTUPWV TTPOEPYXOMEVN ATTO TO TTPOCWTTIKO TOU
idlou voookopeiou agloAoynbnke atmd Toug idloug epeuvnTég. O dUO oPadES
agloAoyndnkav wg TTPOG TIG YVWOTIKEG TOUG AEITOUPYIEG PE TO TO EPYOAEIO
yVWwoTIKAG agloAdynong Cambridge Neuropsychological Test Automated
Battery (CANTAB) o€ doKIPJaOieg TaXUTATOG Kivnong, PVANNG KiI EKTEAECTIKAG
Aeiroupyiag. O1 aoBeveic aflohoyrBnkav eTmTTAéOV WG TTPOG TO  TTNAIKO
vonuoouvng Toug e Tn dokipacia Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale-lll
(WAIS-III) ka1 ue Paon Mia  oepd  KAIPJAKWY  PETPNONG  KAIVIKAG
OUPTITWHOTOAOYIOG TTOU KAAUTITOUV OAO TO QACHA TWV CUUTITWHATWY TNG
vooou. ETITTAEOV OUYKEVTPWONKAV OTOIXEIQ TTOU OPOPOUV TO WUXIATPIKO TOUG
IOTOPIKO Kal TN QAPMOKEUTIKI Toug aywyr. TéEAog, oTnv oudda Twv acBevwy
KAl TWV UYIWV POPTUPpWY PETPABNKAV PBIOXNMIKES KOl YEVETIKEG TTAPANETPOI
TTOU €XOUV OXETIOTEI ME TN YVWOTIKA Agitoupyia. H kupia  Bloxnuikn
TTOPAPETPOG TTOU UETPAONKE ATAV N OPOKUOTEIVN TTAAOMATOG, EVW Ta yovidia

TTou e€eT@oTnKav ATav 10 Yovidlo COMT kai To MTHFR.

ATtroteAéopara Kal ZUPTTEPAOUATA

O1 aoBeveic ep@dvioav  xelpdtepn ATTOdOCN OTO OUVOAO  TWV
doKIJaoIwV o€ OUYKPION ME TOUG UYIEIC PapTupes. Autd Ba utropouce va
oQeiAeTal OTO YeyovOg OTI N opdda Twv acBevwyv €xel KAt PEao 6po AiyoTepa
Xpovia ekmaideuong otmd Toug paptupes. MapdAa autd, oI aoBeveig
e€akoAouBouoav va uoTepoUV O€ OXEON ME TOUG MAPTUPEG Kal WETA TNV
a@aipeon TNG €TMidOPAONG TWV ETWV EKTTAIOEUONG O€ OOKIUAOIEG TAXUTNTOG
Kivnong, UVARNG KI EKTEAECTIKWYV AEITOUPYIWY, EUPNUA TTOU CNUAIVEI OTI YEVIKA

UoTEPOUV WG TTPOG TN YVWOTIKI TOUG AEITOUpYia.

21NV oudda Twv acBbevwy, n dIAPKEIO VOOOU OXETIOTNKE QPVNTIKA HE

OAEG TIG YVWOTIKEG AEITOUPYIEG, EUPNUA TTOU KI auTO Ba PTTOPOUCE €V PEPEI va



oeileTal Kal oTnv €midpacn TNG nAikiag. EAEyxovrag auth) Tnv eTTidpaocn
BpAkaue OTI N apvnTikn €midpacn TNG SIAPKEIAG VOOOU ETTi TNG XWPOTAELIKNAG
MVAUN €pyaciag atmodeixTnke avegdaptntn amo Tnv nAikia. H digpeuvnon g
oX€0NG TNG YVWOTIKAG A€IToUpyiag PE Ta WUXOTTABOAOYIKA CUPTITWUATA
atrédelge OTI auth ATAV PIKPN KI aOPOUCE KUPIWG Ta apvNnTIKA CUPTITWUATA
TNG oXICoppévelag. TO OUYKEKPIUEVO eUpnua uTtooTnpiel Tn Bewpia OT1 n
YVWOTIK  QuoAciToupyia  atroTeAei  €vav  EeXwpIoTd  TTOPAYyovVTag  OTN
ox1¢oppévela Kal Oev gival AUECA OUVOEDEUEVN UE TA UTTOAOITTA CUUTITWHATO
NG vooou. PAavnke OPwg OTI Ta YVWOTIKA eAAEippaTa, av Kal dev ouvdéovTal
OTEVA PE TIG UTTOAOITTEG KUPIEG KATNYOPIEG CUUTTITWHATWY TNG OXICOPPEVEIQG,
QVTAVOKAOUV TIG TIPAYUATIKEG AEITOUPYIKEG OUOXEPEIEG TWV AOCBEVWV.
MapdAAnAa, BpEbnke OTI N YVWOTIKA dUCAEITOUPYIa TwV aoBevwV €XEl OTEVA
oxX€0n ME TN OQAIPIKN €VTUTTWON TTOU OXNUaATifel 0 KAIVIKOG BepatreuTAg yia
EKEIVOUG. 2ZXETIKA ME TNV UTTOKEIPEVIKN QvTiIAnWn TNG YVWOTIKAG TOUg
AeIToupyiag, ol acBeveic eavnkav va ekQpAlouv TTEPICCOTEPA TTAPATTOVA YIA
TIG YVWOTIKEG TOUG OUOXEPEIEG OE OXEON ME TOUG UYIEIC PAPTUPES. Ta
TTAPATTOVA AUTA CUVOEOVTAV WOTOOO TTEPICTOTEPO PE TA KAIVIKA CUUTITWUATA

TOUG Kal AIlYOTEPO HE TIG YVWOTIKEG TOUG ODUOXEPEIEG.

Ooov agopd 10 POAO TNG OUOKUCTEIVNG OTN YVWOTIKN AEIToupyia, n
OMOKUOTEIVN TTAAOUATOG EUPAVIOE MIKPH OXEON ME TN YVWOTIKA A1Todoon,
oTav g¢aip€caue TNV €midpacn TnG nAIKiag TG00 OTOUG UYIEIG PAPTUPES, OCO
Kal oToug aoBeveic. ATTO TO TTapATTAVW €UPNUA GuUVAYETal OTI N OTPATNYIKA
TNG MEIWONG TNG OMOKUOTEIVAG MECW PBITAUIVWY TOU CUUTTAéypatog B A
QUAAIKOU 0&€oG oToug aoBeveic pe oxifoppévela, ye oTdXo Tn PeATiwon TNG
YVWOTIKAG AciToupyiag, dev TTPORAETTETAI va €XEI ATTOTEAECHA, APOU N OXEON
TNG OPOKUOTEIVNG ME TN YVWOTIKN AEITOUpPYia aKOPN KI av UTTAPXE! €ival PIKPHA.
AuTO @QuOIKA Ogv ATTOKAEIEl TNV €UVOIKN ETTiIdOPACN TNG XOPAYNoNng Twv
BiITapivwyv  auTwv OTn  YVWOTIKA  Asitoupyia  oTn  oxIoppéveld  HECW
OIQQOPETIKWY  PNXOVIOPWY Trépav  TNG puBuiong Twv  EMITTEOWV NG

OMOKUOTEIVNG.

TéNOG, 0c OxéOn ME TOUG VYEVETIKOUG OUVTEAECTEG TNG YVWOTIKAG
Aeiroupyiag otn oxiloppéveia, dIATTIOTWONKE OTI Ol YEVETIKOI TTOAUMOPQICHOI
TwV yovidiwv COMT kal MTHFR aAANAETTIOpOUV OTN YVWOTIKI A1TTOd00N TWV



a0BEVWYV Kal TWV UYIWV JapTUpwV (OXAKa). To TeEAeuTaio eupnua €xel 1IBIAITEPN
onuacia yia TNV aimotraBoyévela Kal TV QVTIMETWITION TNG YVWOTIKAG
duoAsiToupyiag oTn OXICOPPEVEIA, TTPOTEIVOVTAG VEOUG OTOXOUG BEPATTEUTIKAG
TOpEUPAONG TTOU  APOPOUV OTOUG  EVOOKUTTAPIOUG WNXAVIOPOUG OTOUG

OTTOIOUG EUTTAEKOVTAI AUTA Ta OUO yovidia.
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ZxAua: H aAAnAemidpaon Twv yovidiwv COMT kait MTHFR 010 OUVOAIKO

TTNAIKO vOonpoouvng oToug ao0eveig pe oxifoppéveia

ZUVOAIKO |Q & YEVETIKOI TTOAUMOP PICHOI

Estimated Marginal Means of WAIS full scale IQ

88

8677

84+

82+

80

Estimated Marginal Means

787

V ALI‘-/ AL

COMT

T
VAL-MET | MET-MET

MTHFR

—cc
—CTRTT

270 oXAMa auto @aiveral 0TI ol TToAupop@iopoi CT i TT Tou yovidiou MTHFR

ouvoéovTal PE UWnAOTEPO OUVOAIKO 1Q TnNG utro-ouddag Twv acBevwy TToU

O100¢Tel Tov TToOAUNopPPIoud VAL-VAL Tou yovidiou COMT, o€ ouykpion ME

ToVv TToAUpOop@Ioud CC Tou yovidiou MTHFR. AvTtioToixa, Ol TTOAUPOP@IOHOI

CT A TT ToUu yovidiou MTHFR cuvdéovtal pe XaunAdTEPO OUVOAIKO 1Q TNG

uTTo-0uGdag Twv aoBevwv TTou d1aBETel Toug TToOAupop@Iouous VAL-MET A

MET-MET Ttou yovidiou COMT, o€ ouykpion Pe Tov TTOAUpop@ioud CC Tou
yovidiou MTHFR.



